
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR MANATEE, SARASOTA AND DESOTO COUNTIES 

Administrative Order: 89-08 

TN RE: SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT 
HEARING OFFICERS, THIS ADMlNlSTRATIVE ORDER WAS 
MANATEE, SARASOTA AND 

REI'RJMBEREU BY ADMINISTRATIVEDESOTO COUNTIES. 
ORDER NUMBER 2001-14-2. 

bDMINIST'RATIVE _ORDER. THE NEW NUMBER IS 
(January 23, 1989) 89-08-12 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of Florida has adopted' 

}"la.R.Civ.P. 1.491 relating to Child Support Enforcement Hearing 

Officers; and 

WHEREAS, this Court has entered an Administrative Order, 

ACC-86-06, dated November 20, 1986, and Amended ACC-86-06, dated 

December 4, 1986, and Amended ACC-86-06 dated April 5, 1988, and 

an Amended Order 88-65, di.ited December 15, 1988, the Amended 

Order of November and December, 1986, are substantially the same 

as the April 5, 1988 Order, and the December 15, 1988 Order. Th~ 

Supreme Court of Florida, on January 19, 1989, invalidated Order 

ACC-86-06, dated April 5, 1988; and 

WHEREAS, the interest of the public, the litigants and the 

judiciary require a flexible and speedy system for resolution of 

proceedings for establishment, modification and enforcement of 

support in both Title IV-D and Non-Title IV-D cases, and 

WHEREAS, the supreme Court of Florida has entered an 

Administrative order invoking the provisions of Fla.R.Civ.P. 

1.491 for both Title IV-D and Non-Title IV-D proceedings in the 

Twelfth Judicial Circuit; it is 

ORDERED, as follows: 

1. There is hereby created the position of Support 

Enforcement Hearing Officers. The Chief Judge shall appoint one 

or more hearing officers who shall be members of the Florida Bar 

in good standing and who shall serve at the pleasure of the Chief 

Judge and a majority of the circuit Judges of the Circuit. 

2. All proceedings for the establishment, modification and 

enforcement of support in both Title IV-0 and Non-Title IV-D 

cases shall be heard by the support Enforcement Hearing Officer. 

3. The support Enforcement Hearing Officer shall have the 
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general powers and duties set forth in Fla.R.Civ.P. l.49l(e), and 

shall perform such other and related functions as the Chief Judge 

may from time to time direct concerning the establishment, 

modification, or enforcement of support. 

4. The support Enforcement Hearing Officer shall promptly 
0 

make and enter a Recommended Order in each case. The Recommended 0 0::;o 
NroOrder shall contain findings of fact and shall have the same 0 

C) z;-
:,::

force and effect as an order entered by the Court when approved ···"' 
and ratified by a Circuit Judge. The Circuit Judge shall review 

the findings of fact and the Recommended Order, and enter the 

same promptly unless good cause appears to amend the order or 

conduct further proceedings. 
C) 

5. All hearinqs before the Hearing Officers shall be 0 

~ reported by electronic means provided by Fla.R.,Jud.Admin. C'> -.J,.., 
2.070(c). c:.n 

6. The Amended Administrative Order shall take effect the 

20th day of January, 1989. 

DONE and ORDERED at Bradenton, Manatee County, Florida, this 

23rd day of January, 1989, nunc pro tune the 20th day of January, 

1989. 

£L'fl;fA_~---·-
GILBERT A. ~ITH 
CHIEF JUDGE 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

ATTEST: 

R.B. SHORE 
Clerk of the Twelfth- Judicial~ 
Circuit, Count of Manatee, 
Flor· a .. -

)t./, I 

.l,-

·-----~----------
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' ....,t111t·,;,;·• ._ IN THI!: CIRCUIT counT OP' THB 'l'WSLF;H .lUDICI111,L ClRCOJ:1' 
IN ~ND FOR MANATEE, SARASOTA, ~ND DB.OTO COUN~1£S 

I~ Rei SUPPORT ENFOROEMSNT 
HSARING OFFICeRS, 
MANATEE. SARASOTA AND 
DESO'l'O COUNTIES 

Adminietrativ• Order: ACC-06-06 

WIISR~AS, the Supreroe Court of Plo~id• ha• adopted Pla.R.Civ,P. 

l.491 relating to Child s~p~ort Entor~•m•nt Hearin; Off1cere; and 

WHEREAS, .r;,.ll proceeding• 1.nvolv1ng est:abllehment, 

~odi£iea~ion, and enforcement ot aupport, -•int•nence end epouaal 

auppo~t arrearagee and the determination of paternit~ are brought 

before the Circuit court; and 

WHER£.-.s, i:he 1.ntereei:111 o~ the public, the l.i"tigsnta and lhe 

judiciary require a flexible and •paady eyetem tor resolution of 

proceedinga involving eeteblishrn6nt, modification_, and enforcement 

of aupport, 111e.lntenance and apo\l.aal auppoz:-t errua;i;-egea and the 

date~~tnat:ion of paternity; and 

WHBRliiAS, the su~reme court ot Florida h•• en~ered an 

Ad~1niet~ative Orde~ invoking tn~ provisions ot Fla.R.Civ.P. 1.491 

for both Tit:1-e IV-D and non 1v.. D proceeding• in the Twelfth 

~ud!ctal eircuit1 it is 

ORDERED, •• !Ollowes 

1. There 19 hereby created tho poait:ion of Support 

Enforc,oment Heoring Ot.l'tcers. 't'he Chief Judge shall appoint one or 

more Hearing Offieeria who shall be mernt>era of the Florida Bar in 

goQd atanding and wl"lo ehe11 serve at tho pleeeure of the Chief 

Judge and a nuajorit:y o~ the Circu.t.t Jud;•• of t:h• Circuit, The 

Hearing Offioora shall s~rv• ~nder the direct1cn of the Chief Judge 

a~ the Court'• repr•••ntat1vs in ell procaadin~e involving 

estBbliehment, modL~ication and enforoemant of aupport, maintenance 

81'ld apoueal 8\.lppo:r:t obl19ation11 ancs prooaadinga :£or· the 

determination of paternit~. 

2. All procoading• for the det•rm~naton or paternity and/or 

~or the eatob1iehmont, modit'1cat!Qn and anforoe111ant of support, 

maintenance end epoueal support 1n both Title IV-D and non IV~D 

ease~ eha11 ba h0srd by the Support Enforcement Hear~ng Offi~er. 

' ! 
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.. 
In addition to the general powere and du~iea aet forth in3. 

Fl.a,R.Civ.P. l.49l(e), the Hearing Officers ahall havo tho 

following pow111re and r'luf'.it111111t 

ft • To hear e.nd determine contested Income Deduot1on 

Or~ora and on~c,r opproptiot~ orde:r-111 in oc:c::ordonc:• with Section 

6LlJ01(5), Floicid;,, Statutes; 

b. To conduct all hearings involving the determination 

of paternity and/or tho o~tablishment, modification or enforcemenl 

of iiupport, maintonnnce ond spousal support obligations and (jnter 

approprla+o ord~ra in ouch cases; 

e. To oond~ot all hoaringa reQuest1ng te~porery support, 

m~intenance, opousal support and attorney tees and suit monles end 

antgr appropriate orders in such cases; 

d. To take testimony and establish a raoord at hearings; 

o. To acoept voluntary acknowl•dgenients or. pa"ternity, 

QUpport, m•intenanoe and 'spousal aupport obllgationa and enter 

stipulated ordel'."e determining patern_ity and/or setting the amount 

of aupport, maintenance or spoueal support to be paid; 

t. To prap11.re end .:mt•r default orl.1er11 it: the obligor 

doa~ not respond os requir•d by la~/ 

g. To perform auch other ond related t'unot1one a& the 

Chief .Judge moy from tims to time direct ooncerning the 

detormination of pat1u:nL ty, anO/or enforcement of; aupport, 

maintGnanc• and epousel •upport ooli9ationa . 

.4. Th• s... pport I?nfo;i;c1m111nt Hearing Officer ehall promptly 

mske and enter a nocomrnend~d Order in eoeh c•e9, The Recommendei:1 

Order ghall contain !1nd1n~a of taot and •hall have the same force 

and effect •a an ardor enter411~ by the Court when approved and 

rl'lt i fied by a CLrcuit JUCIQ&, The Ciroui t Judge ahall eoteJ;" th• 

reeommeftded order promptly unleae gbod cauee •ppear• to amend the 

order or conduct further proceeding•. 

5. &ll h••rtn9• b•for• th• Kearln~ Officer• ahell be reported 

hy el•etronto •••n• •• provided by Fla.R.Jud.Admin., 2.070(c). 

::7/f6. Th~• Aaended Administrat1ve order ehall take effect ~ 

day of Jtl,vwJ.i , 1988. 

-~----·-·-·-·-----
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THIS DON£ AND ORDERED at Bradenton, Manatoo County, Florida, 

this _L day of~ , 1988. 

CHIEI" JU006 
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


